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In the winter semester 2004/2005, the Esslingen University of Applied Sciences changed its degree programs in
socialwork and nursing science, and in the winter semester 2005/2006 its technical, scientificand business
degree programs, from Diploma to Bachelor's and Master's degrees.

This adjustment was accompanied by anextensive study reform, inwhich the new study programs were
established ina proven way, aligning criteriaof the current state of science and requirements of industry and
business, as wellas practicein social workandhealthcare.

Ina 7 semester Bachelor's program, 210 credits are given according to the European Credit Transfer and
Accumulation System (ECTS), and 90 credits in the 3 semester Master's program.

An outstandingquality feature of the universities of applied sciences is the practical relevance. Therefore, in the
new study structure emphasisis placed on a high proportion of practical experience in the Bachelor programs:
Depending on the program, the 4th or 5th semester is a practicalsemester, whichis accompanied by the
university intensely. Within the studystructureit corresponds to the second practical semester of the former
diploma programs. In some prgramsitis supplemented by a mandatory pre-internship. Innumerous project
works, laboratories and practical examinations, students acquire practical skills, which are theoretically worked
throughin the accompanying courses.

The Conference of Ministers of Education decided on October 10, 2003 that the introduction of the graduation
systemshould notleadto a devaluation of traditional Diploma and Magister’s degree. With regardto thevalue
of the Bachelor'sand Master's degree in comparisonto the Diploma / Magister’s degree, the following applies:

= ABachelor'sdegreegrants basicallythe same qualifications as a Diploma acquired ata university of
applied sciences.

= A Master'sdegree grants the same qualifications as a Diploma or a Magister’s degreeacquiredata
university or a college on equal terms.

This regulationisalso foundin§ 29 Abs. 2 Landeshochschulgesetz (LHG) Baden-Wiirttemberg.

Diplom degrees of the universityof applied sciences whichwere not acquired on the basis of the ECTS
regulations can be assessed with 30 ECTS credit points per semester of the standardduration of study in
accordance with §8 of the Study Accreditation Ordinance. For a diploma degree with 8 semesters of regular
study duration, this resultsin anassessment of 240 ECTS credit points accordingly.

All degree programs atthe Esslingen University of Applied Sciences are subjected to a thorough examination

procedureatregular intervals as part of the accreditation process. The accreditation of the degree programs
guarantees the equivalence of the Bachelor's degree with the former Diploma.
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